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Drama Research Paper-Hamlet 
What is Prince Hamlet’s real problem? Is it the death of his father, his inappropriate attraction to his mother, or does Hamlet have a little too much going on in his head (Paris, 36).​ Hamlet ​is a tragic play that highlights the darkest moments in a man's life leading straight up to his death. But what was it that drove Prince Hamlet to his death?

I feel that Hamlet has many different aspects of his personality. He is scholarly, loyal, and moral. Hamlet suffers from some depression which I feel makes him impulsive, acting upon emotions but also too indecisive to make a decision. Hamlet is in a very emotional state with the death of his father. He is angry yet sad but altogether confused because his mother married his father’s brother (Jacobus, 37). I think that Hamlet’s first problem is his emotional state and that he is somewhat depressed. According to James Cartreine, Ph.D. “It can impair your attention and memory, as well as your information processing and decision-making skills.” This would explain some of Hamlet’s rash decisions such as killing Polonius, thinking he was Claudius.

While Hamlet is impulsive at times, he is also indecisive. He had a few chances to kill Claudius but did not take them (Charney, 21). In Act III scene iii, Hamlet had every chance to murder Claudius

but did not, for he claims he does not want to kill him while he is praying because his soul is now pure and can go to heaven.

Now might I do it pat, now he is praying;

And now I’ll do’t. And so he goes to heaven;

And so I am revenged. That would be scann’d:

A villain kills my father, and for that,

I, his sole son,do this same villain send

To heaven. (3.3 89-94)

To send a man to heaven would be a payment for his crime not revenge for Prince Hamlet (Schanzer, 409). Instead, Hamlet takes almost a twisted approach to it, waiting for Claudius’ soul to be impure again.

O, this is hire and salary, not revenge

He took my father grossly, full of bread;

With all his crimes broad blown, as flush as May; And now his audit stands who knows save heaven? But in our circumstance and course of thought, ‘Tis heavy with him: and am I then revenged, To take him in the purging of his soul,

When he is fit and season’d for his passage? (3.3 95-102)

Scene iii closes and Hamlet exits to Queen Gertrude's closet where she is currently secretly speaking with Polonius, so he hides behind the tapestry (Welsh, 35). The Queen tells Prince Hamlet that he has offended his father, but Hamlet is quick to respond.

No, by the rood, not so.

You are the queen, your husband’s brother’s wife, And—would it were not so!—you are my mother. (3.4 31-33)

I feel that Queen Gertrude has her own suspicion of what truly happened to King Hamlet but denies them. As the Queen, she is to remain loyal to the current King. Hamlet is very upset with his mother and tells her he wishes she wasn't his mother (Young, 55). Is that because she has married her husband’s brother and lies in their incestuous bed together? Or is it really because he is jealous that Claudius did what he truly wanted to do? Hamlet seeks attention from his mother and seems to be very curious about her sex life. Throughout Act III Scene IV Hamlet ridicules his mother because of her relationship with Claudius.

And live the purer with the other half.

Good night—but go not to mine uncle’s bed.

Assume a virtue if you have it not.

That monster, custom, who all sense doth eat,

Of habits devil, is angel yet in this:

That to the use of actions fair and good

He likewise gives a frock or livery

That aptly is put on. Refrain tonight,

And that shall lend a kind of easiness

To the next abstinence, the next more easy. (3.4160-169)

Is this Hamlet trying to persuade his mother from his uncle's bed to his? I feel that Hamlet has a very strong sexual attraction to his mother and that his mother's new marriage has him more distraught than his own father's death (Klein, 22).

The Oedipus complex broadly goes hand in hand with Hamlet. The Oedipus Complex is a psychoanalytic theory discovered by Sigmund Freud. His theory refers to a child's unconscious sexual desire for the opposite-sex parent and hatred for the same-sex parent. He stated “children experience this between the ages of three and five”. Normally the child would repress these feelings when they identified with the parent of the same sex (Klein, 20). Although this is very normal and usually children grow out of it, sometimes they don't. In the presence of trauma during a childhood, this could lead to similar reactions in their adult life. Freud did state that adults can still overcome this and that it is one of the most important social achievements of the human mind. So is this Hamlet's problem, does he suffer from the Oedipus complex as an adult? I would say he does. Almost all his relationships revolve around his mother. Hamlet despises Claudius’ and Gertrude’s marriage. In return, Hamlet takes it out on Ophelia.

I loved Ophelia: forty thousand brothers

Could not, with all their quantity of love,

Make up my sum. (V.i.263-4).

His problems begin prior to encountering the ghost, learning of his father’s murder as well as accepting his revenge mission. Judging from the outset, Hamlet appears to be a brooding figure, discontented, and full of conflicts. His situation partly represents a psychological crisis. He seems disgusted regarding life hence consequently longing for death and applies repressed hostility in his revenge mission. Hamlet undergoes traumatization as a result of the devastating experience. The devastating moment based on Hamlet’s soliloquy is when Gertrude desecrated the memory of his father through her hasty as well as incestuous marriage to a man reviled by Hamlet (Udo & Deborah, 178). He appears to be immensely vulnerable regarding disillusionment as well as despair, confusion, paralysis as well as turmoil. 
.. .we defy augury: there's a special providence in the fall of a sparrow. If it be

 now, 'tis not to come; if it be not to come, it will be now; if it be not now, yet it

 will come: the readiness is all: since no man has aught of what he leaves, what

 is't to leave betimes? Let be. (V, ii).

His father’s death and the consequential events serve as a severe blow to his life. He gets upset as well as threatened in several ways. The untimely demise of his father deprives him of a loved parent hence prompting him to brood on mortality hoping that the greatest of men would come back to life (V, i). The incident of Claudius becoming the King further alienates Hamlet from a world that he initially felt at home. This is because the crown had been granted to a person who was the opposite of Hamlet as well as his father. The implication is that as Claudius’s position had been elevated, Hamlet’s position was declining. Hamlet perceives Claudius to be undeserving, untrustworthy as well as a disgrace to their Kingdom. He broods about his political frustrations in a repressed manner (Welsh, 35). Hamlet’s entire demeanor indicates that he is experiencing a feeling of abuse. On a conscious point of view, his faith regarding the political order was greatly disturbed making him feel that life was unjust. The sequence of events had mocked his fair visions regarding the future. 
Does it not, thinks't thee, stand me now upon—

 He that hath kill'd my king and whored my mother,

 Popp'd in between the election and my hopes,

 Thrown out his angle for my proper life,

 And with such cozenage—is't not perfect conscience,

 To quit him with this arm? and is't not to be damn'd,

 To let this canker of our nature come

 In further evil? (V, ii).

Hamlet’s greatest devastation emanated from the act of his mother marrying Claudius. He perceived his mother as being disloyal to the memory of his father making him doubt the constancy regarding the love of a woman. Additionally, since his mother is attracted to Claudius, this makes him perceive women as utterly capricious regarding their sexual options (III, iv, 63-81). He did not find her attraction to his father disturbing since it had been sanctified by love as well as marriage making Hamlet anticipate for the same level of affection from his wife. He perceives his mother’s attraction to Claudius to be unholy (Paris, 50). He finds it unbelievable that his mother shows love to a vile creature and perceives their marriage to be an incestuous union. He finds his mother’s guilty sexuality quite disgusting due to the violation of his moral standards, a blow to the pride of his family as well as threatening to his repression regarding lustful feelings.

O shame! where is thy blush? Rebellious hell,

 If thou canst mutine in a matron's bones,

 To flaming youth let virtue be as wax,

 And melt in her own fire; proclaim no shame

 When the compulsive ardour gives the charge,

 Since frost itself as actively doth burn

 And reason pandars will. (III, iv).

The guilt expressed by his mother diminishes his entire perception of women, lessens his confidence regarding fair appearances as well as shatters his hope of finding a loving, faithful as well as pure wife. The distrust he has for his mother makes him experience further alienation and a feeling of being an outcast in the community. The increased level of hostility that he develops makes him dreadful regarding his own violent actions (Klein, 56). Hamlet is filled with rage emanating from his mother’s conduct since he had a strong identification with his father hence perceiving the wrongs that his mother has done to his dead father as if they were done to him. The implication is that he is angered by his mother’s acts on the dead king’s behalf. The grievances that he holds against Gertrude regarding his first soliloquy explicit a high similarity to the sentiments indicated ultimately by the ghost.  

Ay, that incestuous, that adulterate beast,

 With witchcraft of his wit, with traitorous gifts,—

 O wicked wit and gifts, that have the power

 So to seduce!—won to his shameful lust

 The will of my most seeming virtuous queen:

 O Hamlet, what a falling-off was there!

 From me, whose love was of that dignity

 That it went hand in hand even with the vow

 1 made unto her in marriage, and to decline

 Upon a wretch whose natural gifts were poor

 To those of mine!

 But virtue, as it never will be moved,

 Though lewdness court it in a shape of heaven,

 So lust, though to a radiant angel link'd,

 Will sate itself in a celestial bed,

 And prey on garbage. (I,v). 

Another problem is that of repugnance that Hamlet experiences towards Claudius. The aggressive, as well as sexual drives represented by Claudius, are repressed by Hamlet. Thus, Claudius represents what Hamlet dreads to become. The implication is that Claudius is a symbol of Hamlet’s despised self. At the moment when the achievements made by Claudius exceed Hamlet’s solution, hence threatening his repression making him increasingly dreadful of his forbidden impulses. He continuous to doubt the efficacy of virtue and is enraged since Gertrude has betrayed him. Hamlet’s taboos make him dread developing into a monster based on his actions (Young, 53). However, he ends up attacking Claudius which represents an externalization of reaffirming his nobility as well as a disgust of his repressed drives. This reinforces his pride regarding his virtue as well as assuring him that he could never turn to resemble the bestial creature he seriously condemns. 

Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer

 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

 Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

 And by opposing end them? (III, i)

Hamlet expresses increased disgust regarding life as well as a longing for extinction in his first soliloquy. This implies he feels that his cherished beliefs are already shattered and his strategies for handling worldly matters have proven to be completely ineffective. He demonstrates an obsession regarding the injustices of life hence preoccupying his mind with anxiety, disparity as well as rage. He feels that his aspiration to become like his father had been foully dishonored. He feels mocked by his affection and betrayed by the individuals to whom he has remained faithful. He feels abandoned for individuals from whom he deserves appreciation as well as loyalty. Hamlet feels oppressed through his disillusionment as well as his repressed hostility (Schanzer, 409). The implication is that he is preoccupied with bitterness as well as rage but he cannot directly reveal his feelings to Gertrude as well as Claudius. He ends up muttering aside, quibbling with words as well as accusing them through mourning as well as well as Melancholy. He contemplates death by stating that "I do not set my life at a pin's fee" (I.iv.65).


...To die; to sleep,

No more, and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache, and the thousand natural shocks

That flesh is heir to; 'tis a consummation

Devoutly to be wish'd. To die, to sleep; (III.i.60-4)

The other problem that leads to Hamlet’s downfall is his wish to die as expressed in his first soliloquy. This has been triggered by his desire to run away from a world that he feels does not receive adequate love as well as justice. He also wishes to be relieved from the burden caused by his inner conflicts. His suicidal fantasies offer an avenue of running away from his destructive impulses as well as providing a defensive mechanism of putting them into action. He still fears that God may punish him for his evil deeds since suicide poses eternal damnation as its penalty. Thus, he finds himself in an impossible situation. The pressure on him is further intensified by Hamlet’s encounter with the ghost. The iniquities committed to his father are more than he had imagined. The ghost subjects Hamlet to a terrible pressure since he chooses him as his avenger (Paris, 66). The outrage expressed by the ghost prompts Hamlet to seek vengeance by the heaven as well as hell. His revenge is based on a righteous intention to get justice as well as a murderous craving regarding retaliation. However, the ghost seems fearful of Hamlet’s damnation as well as being protective towards Gertrude.

But, however thou pursuest this act,

 
Taint not thy mind, nor let thy soul contrive

 
Against thy mother aught... (I, v).          
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